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Dr. Mung Chiang  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dear Graduates, 

It is my pleasure to offer heartfelt congratulations to each of you on 
your graduation we are celebrating today. 

Even before I began my role as president of Purdue University in 
January 2023, I had long appreciated the importance and 
significance of Purdue Global. For most of you, as an adult learner, 
you have responsibilities that traditional college students do not. You 
accepted the challenge to pursue or resume your education in true 
Boilermaker fashion – with determination and persistence. I join your 
professors, deans, academic leadership, and Chancellor Dooley in 
saying how proud we are of you. 

The overall Purdue student body numbers over 100,000, and to our university’s unique combination of 
excellence and values generations of Boilermakers have been ever true. You are now part of our loyal 
alumni family. 

We wish you the best of luck and look forward to watching your continued success. 

Hail Our Purdue! 

President 
Roscoe H. George Distinguished Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Purdue University
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COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 
All times listed in CT.

 10:00 am —  In Person Graduates: Business, Information Technology, Law, Multidisciplinary and 
Professional Studies, Nursing 

1:00 pm — In Person Graduates: Aviation, Health Sciences, Social and Behavioral Sciences 

4:00 pm — Virtual graduates from all schools 

COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION 
Order of Events 

Processional—“Pomp and Circumstance”  Sir Edward Elgar 

Presentation of Colors   Irving High School Marine Corps JROTC Executive Color Guard 

The National Anthem—“The Star-Spangled Banner”   Francis Scott Key 
Alina Smith, Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Deaon Smith, Graduate Student 
Samantha Bray LaRue, Bachelor of Science in Psychology 

Chancellor’s Welcome   Dr. Frank Dooley 

Commencement Address  Walda Collins  
Bachelor of Science in Professional Studies, Class of 2022 

Special Recognition  Dr. Frank Dooley 

Presentation of Graduates   Deans 

Conferring of Degree  Dr. Frank Dooley 

Ceremonial Tassel Turning and Closing Remarks   Dr. Frank Dooley 

Participation in commencement is not a verification of graduation. Candidates receive their diploma approximately 8 weeks after completion of their 
final class and once all program and financial requirements have been confirmed by University Officials. The Purdue University Global Commencement 
and related events could be broadcast live online and all attendees, participants’ names, degrees, hometowns, military branch (if applicable), videos, 
and photos could be photographed, videotaped, or filmed by authorized parties. The attendance of all participants and guests and the commencement 
registration of all participants, submission of photos/videos, participation in the graduation ceremony, and/or the participation in the activities, including 
but not limited to, Graduation Shout Out Board, and Photo Booth, serve as permission for use of these names, images, student directory information, and 
posts by Purdue Global. Commercial photography or filming is prohibited without permission of Purdue Global.
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY GLOBAL ADMINISTRATION 
Purdue University Global Board of Trustees 
Michael R. Berghoff, Chairman 

Paul Bott 

JoAnn Brouillette 

Theresa Carter 

Malcolm S. DeKryger 

Neil Hoyne 

Michael F. Klipsch 

Purdue University Global Leadership 
Dr. Mung Chiang, President 

Dr. Frank Dooley, Chancellor 

Dr. Carolyn Nordstrom, Interim Provost;  
Chief Administrative Officer 

Diego Britto, Vice President of Finance 

Beth Gillon, Vice President  
Marketing Strategy and Operations 

Amy Hawkinson, Chief of Staff,  
Communications 

Jennifer Lasater, Vice President  
Center for Career Advancement 

Dr. Judith Lewandowski, Vice Provost  
Adult Teaching and Learning 

Michael Lorenz, Vice President  
Strategy & Academic Operations and Registrar 

Jacques Rojahn, Vice President  
Strategic Enrollment Management 

Christopher Ruhl, JD, Chief Financial Officer 

Dr. Tiffany G. Townsend, Vice President  
Organizational Culture and Chief Diversity Officer 

Timothy Werth, Vice President  
Administrative Services and Chief Information Officer 

Dr. Jeffrey Buck, Dean and Vice President  
School of Business and Information Technology 

Dr. Melissa Burdi, Dean and Vice President  
School of Nursing 

Dr. Jody DeKorte, Dean and Vice President  
School of Multidisciplinary and Professional Studies 

Martin Pritikin, JD, Dean and Vice President  
School of Law 

Dr. Sara Sander, Dean and Vice President  
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences;  
Interim Dean, School of Aviation 

Dr. Rebecca Zolotor, Dean and Vice President  
School of Health Sciences
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Dr. Frank Dooley  

CHANCELLOR’S MESSAGE 
Dear Graduates, 

On behalf of Purdue Global’s Board of Directors, administration, 
faculty, and staff, we congratulate you as a member of the Purdue 
Global graduating class! Earning a degree is a major milestone and 
an extraordinary accomplishment. These past years brought even 
more challenges, yet you persevered. You have worked hard and 
made great sacrifices, and it is with great pleasure that we 
commend you on a job well done. You should be proud! 

The degrees and certificates you have earned will open doors to the 
many opportunities that are available in this changing society. It is 
our hope that you will continue to reflect on your Purdue Global 
experience as you move forward to pursue your dreams. Whether 
you are expanding in your current field of work, venturing down a 
new career path, or continuing your educational pursuit, let this 
milestone serve as the beginning of a life-long quest for knowledge. 

Purdue Global is pleased to welcome you to the ranks of our alumni. 
We are proud to be part of your lives, admire the effort you have invested, and feel confident that the 
tenacity and intellect you’ve demonstrated as a student will serve you well in your future endeavors. 
Congratulations! 

Hail Purdue Global! 

Chancellor
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Walda Collins  

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Bachelor of Science in Professional Studies, Class of 2022 

Walda Collins earned a Bachelor of Science in Professional Studies 
from Purdue Global in 2022, and is a Marine Corps veteran with over 
23 years of honorable and faithful service. She’s a classically trained 
chef, author, and life strategist, and has turned her passion into 
helping others fulfill their purpose and live a healthier life through 
food and faith. She shares her passion to encourage, equip and 
empower women to strategically align their lives through the four 
pillars: faith, family, finances, and fitness & health. 

As the founder of Woman D.A.R.E to Live, Walda challenges women 
to stand strong, face adversity and live life on purpose through 
events, courses and speaking. Walda has distinguished herself 
through mentoring, counseling and educating others, for over 20 
years. Having traveled around the world throughout her military 
career, she engages the hearts and minds of many people through 
her warm spirit, inspirational speaking, and passion to motivate and 
inspire change. 

Walda co-authored her first book, Behind Their Brand, in a chef’s collaboration sharing their journey 
“behind the stove.” An additional collaboration with fellow gifted speakers, alongside Dr. Cheryl Wood, 
Walda contributes her thoughts and inner strengths in the book, Women Crushing Mediocrity. In her 
current book, A Warrior’s Sword, Walda provides strategies that help her readers garner a “never give up 
attitude and a Warrior’s expectancy to win.” 

Walda is married to her husband of 27 years, Dr. Keith G. Collins, Sr. and whole-heartedly loves her  
two “adulting” sons Zach and Keith, Jr. She is also the “CiCi” to two amazing little humans, Sariah and  
Na’Kobi Collins.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Academic Achievement 

Students are recognized for their high cumulative grade point average. 

Associate's and Bachelor's Degrees 
* Cum Laude (White Cord: 3.70-3.79) 

** Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord: 3.80-3.99) 

*** Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord: 4.0) 

Achievement of Community Engagement &  
Service (ACES) Learning initiative 

∞ Recipient of the ACES learning initiative for volunteer 
activities in their community 

Graduate Level Degrees 
^ With Honors (3.0–3.29) 

School of Law 

^^ With Highest Honors (3.3 or higher) 
School of Law 

^^^ High GPA Recognition (Gold and white cord: 3.9–4.0)  
Doctor of Nursing Practice and Master's-level 

Multiple Degrees 
+ Recipient of multiple degrees

Military Recognition 

Military graduates and veterans are announced at the ceremony 
and received a commemorative coin and red/white/blue cord in 
honor of their academic achievements and their sacrifice  
for our country. 

School of Nursing Pins 

All nursing graduates received a nursing pin. Pins are given to 
symbolically welcome new nurses into the profession and 
proudly identify the school from which they graduated. 

JOIN THE CELEBRATION 
Livestream 
Showroom.PurdueGlobal.edu 
Anyone with the link can view the ceremony. 

Virtual Photo Booth 
PhotoBooth.PurdueGlobal.edu 
Add a complimentary Purdue Global frame to 
your photo. 

Graduation Shout Out Board 
ShoutOutBoard.PurdueGlobal.edu 
Post congratulatory messages and photos. 

Ceremony Photography 
TheGradTeam.com/PurdueGlobal 
Photos are posted approximately 1 week after  
the ceremony. 

Digital Commencement Program 
Program.PurdueGlobal.edu 

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn 
Share your celebratory messages and photos with the Purdue 
Global community by including #PurdueGlobalProud in your posts.

mailto:Showroom.PurdueGlobal.edu
mailto:PhotoBooth.PurdueGlobal.edu
mailto:ShoutOutBoard.PurdueGlobal.edu
mailto:TheGradTeam.com/PurdueGlobal
mailto:Program.PurdueGlobal.edu
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GRADUATE CANDIDATES

10:00 am CT | In Person 
Candidates are listed in the order they will be announced at the ceremony. 

School of Law 
Juris Doctor/Executive Juris Doctor 
Carlos, Victoria 

Cassell, Diane^ 

Cook, Heather^^ 

Crowder-Williams, Tyechia 

Dickerson, Necold 

Finnerty, Timmi 

Leblanc, Rose Kenny 

Licul, Gina^ 

Oware, Alex 

Rewis, Brawnson 

Rizzo, Rosemarie^^ 

Springer, Cynthia^ 

Tchetgna, Laetitia 

Vanderpool, Bernice 

Wanser, James 

School of Nursing 
Doctoral Degree 
Ahmed, Nasro Rivas, Delilah 

Postgraduate Certificate 
Bolt, Maryanne 

Claudin, Nicole 

Fluker, Tammy 

Fradet, Kadel 

Hall, Savannah 

Huang, Xiaorong 

Jallah, Alesia 

Maddox, Alison 

Mancuso, Elizabeth 

Mutindori, Febbie 

Mwachande, Josephine 

Ndlovu, Sandisiwe 

Preston, Nancy 

Samaritoni, Christina 

White, Rosa 

Williams, Dexter 

Master's Degree 
Adan, Shirley 

Adewale, Oluwatomilayo 

Ahmed, Fartun 

Ansley, Rachel 

Barrett, Laphyne 

Bates, Kirsten 

Baumann, Amy 

Bransom, Lena 

Claros, Kathy 

Claros, Nancy 

Collins, Kimberly^^^ 

Crock, Brittany 

Demchak, Chelsea^^^ 

Dumas, Katie 

Fetchel, Carolyn 

Flamenco, Alicia 

Fontenot, Lauren Blair 

Gallon, Natasha 

Garcia, Rosio 

Grigoryan, Virginia^^^ 

Irimia, Teodor^^^ 

John, Randi^^^ 

Mbotiji, Stella 

Nanyonga, Maureen 

Ohanele, Sandra 

Pulliam, Vanita 

Rafalski, Kristina 

Sengphachanh, Steffy 

Shudzeka, Anna 

Skluzacek, Gina 

Tango, Yuko^^^ 

Thomas, Whittney 

Valentine, Shantau^^^ 

Walton, April^^^ 

Widjaja, Jennifer 

Bachelor's Degree 
Smith, Alina 

Associate's Degree 
Ellis, Brianna** 

Krivda, Amber* 

Vanek, Kelcie** 

Williams, Shannon* 

Wolfe, Breanna* 

School of Multidisciplinary and Professional Studies 
Bachelor's Degree 
Cross, Angela 

Decker, Shawn*** 

Detherage, Richard*** 

Ellis, Danielle 

Elrich, Tory+ 

Faber, Allex 

Harnack, Anna*** 

Hernandez, Jesse** 

Jones, Kellie 

Jones, Michael 

Mackiewicz, Marissa*** 

Martin, Rosalyn 

McGrath, Nimet** 

Robinson, Devon*** 

Spain, Jason
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School of Multidisciplinary and Professional Studies, Cont.

Associate's Degree 
Hall, Tasha-raye Wellington, Quanisha Weston, Trayel 

School of Business and Information Technology 
Master's Degree 
Alegria, Alfredo^^^ 

Alford, Julie^^^ 

Ballard, Rick 

Banks, Kashonda^^^ 

Barakat, Rabin^^^ 

Barber, Bryant^^^ 

Barton, Jason 

Bateman, Sondra^^^ 

Bengelink, Breanne^^^ 

Briones, Dominic^^^ 

Brown, David^^^ 

Brown, Henry 

Burnette, Latisha 

Chamberlain, Alexandria 

Christanio, Joyce^^^ 

Cummings, Gary^^^ 

Davis, Brandon^^^ 

Del Toro, Roberto 

Dharmchand, Mahaveera^^^ 

Donovan, Irelynn 

Douglas, Teneisha 

Ellis Horlbeck, Kendra 

Fegan, Rachel^^^ 

Ferron, Alexis 

Flowers, Nehemiah 

Gonzalez, David^^^ 

Graham, Jerry 

Gray, Dawn 

Harn, Hayden^^^ 

Huggett, Christopher^^^ 

Hukill, Nichole^^^ 

Hunter, Christyne 

Idowu, Oluwatosin 

Islam, Jannatul^^^ 

Jackson, Jalyn^^^ 

Jennings, Kristine 

Jiles, Jr., Michael 

Johnson, Cedric 

Jones, Carolyn 

Katta, Yugandhar^^^ 

Kelly, Hanna^^^ 

Keshava, Srilekha^^^ 

King, Teniel 

Lam, Ngoc 

Ledet, Janae 

Lewis, David^^^ 

Longo, Kimberly^^^ 

Mack, Jamal^^^ 

Mena, Mercedes^^^ 

Meyers, Erika^^^ 

Miller, Braylon 

Mitchell, Chastity 

Mondkar, Pallavi^^^ 

Murphy, Thomas^^^ 

Musinski, Adam^^^ 

Naik, Mahesh^^^ 

Natale, Alexander^^^ 

O'Leary, Thomas 

Perry, Adrienne 

Phillips, Martin^^^ 

Pourciau, Brittany 

Reich, Corin^^^ 

Reich, III., Charles^^^ 

RiveraSalas, Deziree 

Robinson, Theresa 

Roper, Marion 

Rupley, Bethany^^^ 

Rutherford, Roderick^^^ 

Sabillon, Allan^^^ 

Sanchez, Anthony^^^ 

Sanchez, Feliciano 

Shaikh, Muhammad 

Shapiro, Nathan^^^ 

Smith, Kaelynn 

Smith, Natalie 

Space, Krystle^^^ 

Stachmus, David 

Surakanti, Srinivas^^^ 

Swinney, Sean 

Sylvester, Marlene^^^ 

Thomas, Larricus 

Timms, Erika^^^ 

Trout, Devan^^^ 

Tukes, Tamla 

Udoye, Chinazam^^^ 

Ulain, Farhat^^^ 

Vatachka, Nevena^^^ 

Vaughn, Eric 

Wakefield, Michael 

Wideman, Walter 

Williams, Sadie^^^ 

Williams, Terrian 

Wiseman, Lexus 

Wong-Li, Karen^^^ 

Woods, Travis 

Bachelor's Degree 
Archibald, Veronica** 

Bakre, Adedayo 

Bates, Frederick** 

Bice, Emma* 

Bray, Nettie*** 

Brooks, Maxwell** 

Brooks, Michael 

Calderon, Kristy** 

Carrier, William 

Cepeda, Elleana 

Christopherson, Caitlen 

Cornejo, Carlos** 

Cunningham, Shermane* 

Dagen-Gomez, Christina** 

Davis, Kerona** 

Delgadillo, Socorro 

Dobbins, Bailey** 

Ducote, Haley 

Edwards, Quinton 

Esteban, Gerard** 

Evans, Kari 

Evins, Madison 

Ferawati, Deby** 

Ferreira, Maria** 

Fitzhugh, Dontre** 

Fuse, Victoria 

Gaines, Asia 

Galicia, Victor** 

Groh, Zoe** 

Hall, Desmond** 

Hannon, Brandy*** 

Herndon, Joshua 

Holbura, Brianna** 

Holmes, Dwight** 

Horton, Isis** 

Hulsmeyer, Jeremy 

Jabri, Amal** 

Jackson, George** 

Kariyawasam, Sriyani** 

Kelly, Heather 

Kerrigan, Maria** 

Kessler, Miriam** 

King, Tamara** 

Kouadio, Yao*** 

Legette, Kevin** 

Lewis, Matthew** 

Lineberry, Bonnie 

Lopez, Luis 

Love, Nathaniel* 

Lund, Sydney** 

Malik, Abyan** 

Martinez, Elizabeth*** 

Martinez, Estephania 

Maxon, Micah** 

McClellan, Justin*** 

McGough, Felicia* 

McHugh, Erin*** 

Money, Aunja 

Moniz, Loreal 

Morrison, Lasandra* 

Moyers, Kimberly** 

Okoro, Kamella 

Ouano, Gwen* 

Parker, Erica**
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School of Business and Information Technology, Cont.
Bachelor's Degree 
Parker, Kris* 

Penaredondo, Claudette 

Pierce, Natasha 

Popelka, Angela** 

Premdass, Cameron** 

Price, Dewonna** 

Pulliam, Nathanael** 

Rael, Dynalee 

Rambukkanage, Chamara** 

Reeve, Haven** 

Rhodes, Yvette 

Rivera, Eduardo*** 

Rivera, Lionel** 

Rodriguez, Matthew 

Rodriguez, Sarah 

Romero Quintanilla, Jonis 

Rose-Savage, Terri 

Rouse, Alexx 

Rumage, Jamie*** 

Rupke, Michael 

Russell, Anita 

Sapp, Carrie** 

Saunders, Darlene 

Schaub, Kenneth 

Schoen, Molly** 

Shattan, Cecelia 

Shonowo, Olorunayo 

Simba, Jordy 

Skees, Cynthia*** 

Spencer, Glenn 

Stanton, Ashley* 

Starzynski, Derek*** 

Stubblefield, Charles*** 

Tafreshinejad, Shahaub** 

Tate, Roshaun 

Taylor, Nathaniel 

Toranzo, Randy* 

Torres, Altagracia** 

Torres Figueroa, Amylkalys** 

Trejo, Gemma 

Vu, Peter** 

Ward, Jake** 

Weaver, Jared 

Weckwerth, Stephanie** 

Weir, Gregory 

White, William 

Willard, Justin** 

Willis, Misty** 

Wilson, Brian 

Winship, Michael** 

Wyatt, Jeffrey** 

Young, Tiea 

Associate's Degree 
Ausby, Khadijah 

Bradley, Wilburn** 

Cardenas, Martin*** 

Clark, Eryk 

Crum, Jacob 

Cruthirds, Nakai 

Egwudobi, Chisom*** 

Ellis, Elexia** 

Fields, Jalen** 

Guido, Nelson 

Hutchinson, Steve 

Jackson, Patti 

Johnson, Dymun 

Khatiwada, Khem** 

Lassiter, Kevin 

Lyle, Kristi 

Mackey, Victoria 

Madison, Shalifa 

McKinney, Kenneth 

Nix, Jason** 

Picarella, Angelina 

Russell, Keisha 

Saleem, Sheza 

Schmidt, Cade 

Smith, Keisha 

Snell, Celia 

Soto, Rosana 

Thomason, Kelsey*** 

Twitty, Donald 

Waldon, Jasmin 

Walker, Shelby*** 

Wilkomn, Kayla** 

Wright, Lakia* 

Certificate 
Lambert, Tierra Mission, Charisse Napier, Ronterious Oniye, Oluwatosin



11

1:00 pm CT | In Person 
Candidates are listed in the order they will be announced in the ceremony. 

School of Health Sciences 
Master's Degree 
Abdishikur, Feratole^^^ 

Alexander, Katilyn^^^ 

Aquino, Aleida^^^ 

Babarinde, Blessing 

Baptiste, Edwige^^^ 

Bracy, Myriam^^^ 

Campbell, Sharie^^^ 

Collins, Akea^^^ 

Craig, Tyra 

Dwamena, Abigail 

Farrish, Stacey 

Fleetion, Tavasha 

Garcia, Taylor^^^ 

Hiers, Donald 

Johnson, Tesia 

Jones, Claudeen 

Joshua, Jahceiver 

Koranteng, Rachel 

Lampley, Kelley 

LeDuff, Tierra 

Lubin, Henry 

Marte Nunez, Yinett 

McKinney, Jamia 

Muhammed, Hawi^^^ 

Ortiz, Reina Nichole^^^ 

Phifer, Claire 

Pridgen, Latricia^^^ 

Regalado, Katherine 

Revolus, Cindia^^^ 

Ross, Angela 

Roybal, Jacob 

Salas, Carmen 

Salazar, Jovan^^^ 

Sanchez-Lang, 
Christopher^^^ 

Sheikh, Sadaf^^^ 

Siljeg, Eric 

Stewart, Charles 

Tharakan, Joyan^^^ 

Walker, Miesha 

Wilson, Trevia^^^ 

Bachelor's Degree 
Almestica, Marisol** 

Anderson, Elizabeth* 

Artiga, Kristen** 

Ascani, Danielle** 

Baydoun, Michael 

Becnel, Marnisha 

Bediako, Celine** 

Bernier Mesius, Beatrice*** 

Borgia, Kristin** 

Boriboun, Andreas** 

Boscan, Daniela** 

Castanon, Alexandrea** 

Chitwood, Aubrey 

Cleveland, Devin** 

Coleman, Shauntai 

Contreras, Melissa 

Debraine, Dajouna** 

Derosa, Loren*** 

Diaz, Rachely 

Doyle, Kimberly* 

Dumas, Denine 

Elien, Shaniya** 

Ener, Hannah*** 

Epley, Mckenzie*** 

Erves, Jada 

Evans, Mendel 

Frazier, Britney 

Garcia-Hopper, Ursula** 

Grayer, Kiyana** 

Hamka, Iman* 

Hassan, Nadien 

Holifield, Sandy 

Holmes, Patrick** 

Howansky, Jessica*** 

Huber, Alissa** 

Hudson, Tammy 

Iler-Clark, Kathryn*** 

Ixcajo, Amy** 

Kelley, Marley 

Kroll, Miranda* 

Lees, Lindsey 

Lewis, Jr., Willie* 

Lundstrom, Jodi 

Magagnin, Kinaysha* 

Martinez, Isis 

McNett, Serenity*** 

Merritt, Jodi 

Molina, Nelson 

Moore, Anthony** 

Nabokov, Hailey** 

Nelson, Jonathon 

Nwogu, Michael* 

Oglesby, Tori*** 

Othman, Rawan** 

Peguero, Eddalys*** 

Phillips, Timothy*** 

Pleitez, Bianca** 

Pryce, Sabrina*** 

Rashed, Emily** 

Raybon, Kori 

Richards, Peter 

Riley, Samantha 

Rogers, Debbie 

Saintlouis, Sky*** 

Shaw, Ja'kiah 

Shepard, Joshua 

Simpson, Ashley* 

Smith, Bethany 

Soto, Rosemary*** 

Stadalnikas, Achsa** 

Stewart, Amelia*** 

Sully, Vanessa 

Sweatt, Michele 

Tall, Dieynaba* 

Tran, Dao*** 

Traore, Fatoumata** 

Trauco, Teddy** 

Vass, Kyra 

Williams-Alexander, 
LulaNicole** 

Associate's Degree 
Hayes, Hallee Howard, Corinthain 

Certificate 
Allen, Alliyah 

Blackburn, Amanda 

Brown, Abreanna 

Doherty, Tamyko 

Galindez-Oquendo, Yaira 

Guy, Davitra 

Johnson, Johnae 

Lazard, Tayla 

Lewis, Brea 

Portillo, Efrain 

Reza, De'shanti 

Robinson, Crystal 

Washington, Analise
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School of Aviation 
Bachelor's Degree 
Cerda, Sariah 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Postgraduate Certificate 
Santiago, Elisa 

Master's Degree 
Abdule-Rahmaan, Zainab^^^ 

Adams, Amanda 

Aguilar, Josy^^^ 

Agustin, Oscar^^^ 

Alexander-Phifer, Shannon 

Anderson-Cooksey, 
Dushuana 

Arango, Edilberto^^^ 

Arnold, Rachel^^^ 

Baca, Delilah^^^ 

Barion, Angelica 

Bertrand, Niesha 

Boekhoudt, Alyenne 

Bouchard, Brooke^^^ 

Bouck, Kelli^^^ 

Boykin, Lacey 

Branin, Rebecca 

Bromand, Mobeen^^^ 

Campos, Michelle^^^ 

Carter, Elizabeth 

Celiberti, Michael^^^ 

Cervantes, Adrienne 

Chavez, Gabriella 

Cobb, Caitlyn 

Coleman, Lakeyshiaa 

Craft, Danika 

Cunicelli, Baylee^^^ 

Dabney, Amber^^^ 

Dangcalan, Cleo 

Dawson, Parese 

Delgado, Jr., Eric^^^ 

Eddy, Joann 

Elisca, Jephthe 

English-Gibson, Taylor 

Fusco, Philip^^^ 

Gaines, Rontrell 

Gill, Shera^^^ 

Gonzalez, Chelsea 

Guido, Heather 

Guillou, Valeria 

Guzman, Sarina 

Hall, Kelsey 

Hamilton, Ravan 

Harris, Will 

Harrison, Jr., Paul 

High, Kylia 

Hill, Regina 

Hilliker, Amanda 

Hotak, Azizullah 

Hunkin, Vakeaemanu^^^ 

Jackson, Jacqueline 

Jacques, Pascale 

Jones, Nadean^^^ 

Karimi, Mohammad^^^ 

Kaylani, Yazmene^^^ 

Kennerly, Crystal 

King-Cone, Rashida^^^ 

Kraft, Garet 

Latham, Kathey 

Latse, Helga 

Lofink, Makayla^^^ 

Lott, Candice 

Manon Garcia, Laura 

Martin, Hayden 

Martin, Shabria 

Mathis, Shekera 

Matsuda, Rebecca 

Matsumura, Victor^^^ 

McDonald, Errol 

McFann, Elliot 

Moreno, Alyssa^^^ 

Morse, Markeisha 

Mullen, Amanda 

Mustan, Ta'ryn^^^ 

Pejovich, Matthew 

Perez, Edna 

Phillips, Linda^^^ 

Pride, Vaneeka^^^ 

Razi, Mubeen^^^ 

Riggins, Aegeda 

Riley, Nichole^^^ 

Rodriguez, Felix 

Sheets, Anthony^^^ 

Smart, Jr., John^^^ 

Smiley, Ocean^^^ 

Smith, Emily^^^ 

Songs, Katelin^^^ 

Sousa, Sarah^^^ 

Stanton Williams, Necohle 

States, Hailey^^^ 

Taylor, Sancha 

Toles, Tina^^^ 

Tucrkile, Wyahee 

Vazquez-Nieto, Rafael^^^ 

Velasco, Jasmine 

Velasquez, Jennifer 

Vilbrun, Guervarar 

Walker, Shania 

White, Tyheesha^^^ 

Whitener, Jerri^^^ 

Williams, Kamren 

Yevpak, Lyudmila 

Young, Sherry^^^ 

Bachelor's Degree 
Abreu, Breanna** 

Abreu, Melissa 

Armendariz, Marlana 

Baker, Rose 

Barefield, Kendra 

Beita, Susana 

Bellamy, Shedera 

Bien-Aime, Paule 

Borck, Justin*** 

Bray Larue, Samantha* 

Bullard, Lawrence 

Calderon, Nataly 

Casayuran, Bernadette* 

Casayuran, Rafaela Sofia 

Clarke, Matthew** 

Collins, Crysany 

Collins, Gloria** 

Correa, Jesenia* 

Davis, Laura** 

Dawood, Courtney 

Dockstader, Craig*** 

Dominguez Cruz, Beverly** 

Edgmon, Timothy** 

Everett, Sharon 

Frazier, Jamey 

Fritz, Laura 

Garrison, Moesha 

Gidudu, Idi 

Green, Jennifer*** 

Hale, April* 

Hall, Ashley 

Hoerrmann, Jennifer*** 

Horton, Stacey 

Huffstetler, Loren 

Hurley, Kirsten* 

Hydrick, Shena 

Jeffries, Sonna 

John, Ayanna*** 

Johnson, Victoria 

Jones, Jovan 

Jones, Kaila 

Jones, Lyssa** 

Kaczmarek, Katie 

Kaur, Parmeet* 

Kerrigan, Conor** 

Krumnow, Ashley 

Lamb, Selena** 

Lewis, Jessica
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College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Cont.
Bachelor's Degree 
Lewis, Michael 

Love, Ryan 

Marquez, Lora** 

Martin, Kenneth** 

McCollum, Nate 

McMillan, Isaac** 

Mitchell, Janet** 

Moya Cano, Ivan*** 

Noubissi, Felix** 

Ortiz, Juan Jose** 

Padilla, Luis 

Polatis, Jennifer* 

Rappaport, Morgan 

Reetz, Jessica 

Richardson, Irina 

Rodriguez, Sabrina* 

Russ, Brooke 

Sams, Loranza 

Sattar, Arisha 

Saturn, Yuliana 

Schnyder, Alexis 

Seymour, Rachael 

Silva, Jennifer*** 

Smiley, Quashawn 

Smith, Jeanelle 

Smith, Lauren 

Stidham, Reann Mae** 

Travis, Samuel 

Turner, Joi 

Underwood, Margaux* 

Valentin, Griselda** 

Vidana, Shayene 

Williams, Cassie 

Williams, Terence** 

Wilson, Asha* 

Young, Nathan 

Associate's Degree 
Bayeldeng, Jody** 

Berry, Ashli** 

Capetillo, Raymundo** 

Cherubin, Marciana** 

Gray, Kayla 

Gross, Tavier 

Jones, Eva** 

Larson, Angel 

Lewis, Joanie 

Lindsey, Leferra 

Maneval, Rebeca* 

McKay, Michael** 

Nickson, Elijah+ 

Shaddix, Darlene 

Sider, Meaghan** 

Tadych, Julia 

Vinces Vasquez, Salome** 

Winter, Pavla* 

Certificate 
Parr, Andrea
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4:00 pm CT | Virtual 
Candidates will be called in alphabetical order by last name. 

School of Business and Information Technology 
Master's Degree 
Chang, Stephanie^^^ 

Cidrac, Guimaldo^^^ 

Countermine, Rebecca^^^ 

Dakho, Matthew^^^+ 

Davis, Charlan 

Duckett, Kristina 

Edwards, Greer^^^ 

Elfarra, Sara 

Faircloth, Charles^^^ 

Ferro, Alexis^^^ 

Freed, Mindi^^^ 

Habig, Kyle 

Hogan, Alaura 

Joiner, Zouie 

Kirste, Imke^^^ 

Kliethermes, Cody^^^ 

Kneifel, Sierra^^^ 

Kristinova, Sona^^^ 

Lee, Steven^^^ 

Lucas, Nicollette^^^ 

Massey, Nadine^^^ 

Murray, Ashley 

Ndzentuv, Fovengha 

Neugebauer, Chase 

Nguyen, Ninh 

O'Brien, Mitchell^^^ 

Page, Dawn 

Pang, Kalee^^^ 

Peterson, Christopher 

Pham, Grace^^^ 

Porath, Charlene 

Rababeh, Asma^^^ 

Raghukumar, Rashmi^^^ 

Schmidt, Erica^^^ 

Scott, Keisha 

Session, Michael 

Shao, Jun^^^+ 

Shoemaker, James^^^ 

Singh, Rameet 

Superales, Evette^^^ 

Timmer, Stefan^^^ 

White, Beverly Ann^^^ 

White, Nicola 

Williams, Brandi^^^ 

Xia, Katy 

Young, Nikolas 

Zeides, Jason^^^ 

Bachelor's Degree 
Ajaelo, Uchenna 

Banks, Alexandra** 

Barajas, Logan** 

Beavers, Jessica 

Berquist, Kelly 

Bolinger, Chrystal** 

Bronish, Katherine 

Brown, April*** 

Brown, Mark 

Brunell, Raymond** 

Bryant, Andrea** 

Burke, Tricia** 

Carf, Kyrie 

Caskey, Angel* 

Chapman, Gail* 

Chosvig, Erikka** 

Contreras, Guadalupe 

Coston, Estelle 

Davis, Christopher 

Dearing, Jessica** 

Dias, Kyle*** 

Doan-Spencer, Amy 

Dowling, Kayleigh 

Durso, Gwenyth** 

Ehrgott, Brenda** 

Estrada, Oscar 

Foster, Yvonne 

Frankenstein, Sean 

Gilliom, Alexandra*** 

Giovagniolli, Melissa 

Gonzalez, Donna 

Gonzalez, Victor** 

Gonzalez Sanchez, Yaraileen** 

Goodemoot, Reagan** 

Graves, Kolbie 

Gruver, Jake*** 

Harris, Torri 

Hiatt, Justin*** 

Holcomb, Joshua** 

Householder, Ashley*** 

Jenkins, Kaeden 

Joseph, Renee 

Kouns, Taidem 

Lainez Miccolo, Francisco 

Long, Matthew*** 

Lottimore, Jaman 

Luce, Tyler 

Lucio, Priscilla** 

Mangold, Jeffrey** 

Manley, Sarah** 

Marshall, Ashley** 

Martinez, Estephania 

Masud, Asif 

Maxwell-Crudup, Vernicka 

McCullough, Marqui* 

McDonald, Kelly** 

Mendietta, Linda 

Meredith Sutley, Misty 

Mixson, Jr., Douglas**+ 

Morrison, Teresa** 

Newman, Garrett* 

Nyangani, Thomas*** 

O'Farrell, Alexander** 

Odell, Dawn 

Ortiz, Cynthia 

Patrick, Eryn 

Prins, Matthew** 

Radtke, Jeremy** 

Rainey, Justin*** 

Robbins, Timothy 

Rodriguez, Brandee* 

Rosa, Zachary** 

Rose, Michael** 

Ryce, Zachary 

Smith, Logan** 

Smith, Matthew** 

Smith, Travanti*** 

Starnes, Kelley 

Stidhem, Savanna** 

Tolnai, Kimberly** 

Trias, John Paul** 

Valdivia, Stacy** 

Vendel, Benjamin*** 

Vinciguerra, Larisa** 

Vinson, Steven** 

Waldon, Logan** 

Whisman, Paul 

Wiley, Tia 

Williams, Nescell*** 

Williamson, Jordan** 

Young, Christopher** 

Associate's Degree 
Alfaro, Briana** 

Baena Meneses, Brayan** 

Banks, Emily* 

Bell, Tyra 

Brown, Cameron 

Campbell, Tiffany 

Carroll, Lieve 

Castillo, Joshua 

Ceja, Pablo 

Coles, David** 

Debuhr, Ryan** 

Drief, Adil* 

Espinozahernandez, Uriel** 

Gilliam, Michael 

Holliday, Erin 

Hunt, Justin 

Jackson, Michael 

Jacobson, Danielle** 

Jamal, Ahraaz 

Letendre, Tim**
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School of Business and Information Technology, Cont.
Associate's Degree 
McGriff, Lamarcus 

Megella, Jannette 

Moreno, Jose*** 

Orsini, Mario** 

Racknor, Skye 

Robinson, Tahmir 

Rodriguez, Jacob*** 

Romero, Thomas*** 

Ruiz Fuerte, Rogelio*** 

Sarmiento, Joseph* 

Spitznogle, Jacob 

Syed, Shahryaar 

Sylvia, David* 

Thompson, Joshua*** 

Tubbs, Kayla** 

Wilson-Milliner, Kendra* 

Certificate 
Anderson, Kennedy 

Barber, Robert 

Bose, Zanaya 

Che, Mariano 

Elatuyi, Mercy 

Fisette, Sarea 

Fitzgerald, Charles 

Jones, Kristina 

Spatz, Elijah 

Vasquez, Frances Marie 

Walker, Jeffrey 

Watts, Obrian 

Wilson, Matthew 

School of Health Sciences 
Master's Degree 
Aybar, Katherine 

Aydin, Brenda^^^ 

Blickhan, Taylor^^^ 

Cortes, Kayla 

Elliott, Danielle^^^ 

Farhat, Ghada^^^ 

Hoskins, Andriana 

Houser, Jessica^^^ 

Keith, Genesis 

Larosa, Latonya^^^ 

Marathe, Anushka 

Martin, Jetta^^^ 

Miotti, Cheyenne 

Myslinski, Victoria^^^ 

Nengite, Chizoba 

Newlin, Alexandra^^^ 

Petrowski, Michele^^^ 

Reyes, Rhen Ivan 

Sankepalli, Anvitha^^^ 

Stotler, Stacy^^^ 

Wu, Jiawei^^^ 

Bachelor's Degree 
Albillar, Cynthia*** 

Alhaddad, Ola*** 

Andrade, Stephanie* 

Atalig, Clifton 

Buchanan, Lisa 

Burke, Kathrine 

Buske, Danielle 

Casseus, Darlaine* 

Chupp, Alissa 

Clemens, Jaclyn*** 

Clyburn, Christopher 

Coburn, Emily*** 

Collins, Cynthia** 

Cox, Jonathan** 

Cox, Julian** 

Crost, Shannon 

Cunningham, Brooke 

Dailey, Tana 

Davis, Tabytha** 

Dejoie, Judith* 

Eley, Shameika 

Ellsworth, Travis** 

Gambill, Joseph 

Gibson, April** 

Giltner, Krista* 

Grier, Ambere** 

Griffin, Ruth** 

Guerrero, Gabriel 

Hamad, Murad*** 

Herrera, Lilia** 

Holstin, Daphne** 

Intharawan, Chelsea Mae** 

Johnson, Douglas 

Johnson, Holly** 

Kim, Isabelle** 

Lee, Kathryn** 

Lugo, Viviana 

Martin, Chimere 

McClain, Ashley*** 

McDowell, Ashley** 

McGee, Jana** 

Mendieta Cisneros, Linda*** 

Milam, Guerlyne** 

Moore, Danielle*** 

Morley, Catherine** 

Morris, Cara 

Moyer, Brittney** 

Nayyar, Simran** 

Ortiz, Susan 

Pierre, Germanie** 

Pugh, Emily*** 

Reese-Hackney, Rakenzia** 

Reyes, Marcelina 

Rhoades, Jennifer** 

Richards, Myrtis 

Roberts, Alana** 

Sampson, Jessica** 

Scott, Johanna*** 

Shryock, Rebecca*** 

Sims, Mckenzie 

Smith, Parmer 

Stucin, Ericka*** 

Thomas, Justyn 

Thomas, Marquise* 

Whitehurst, Erin** 

Worthington, Kathryn* 

Associate's Degree 
Bogins, Darnasia Coleman, Nathaniel*** Tate, Chance White, II., Gary 

Certificate 
Adams-Person, Ashley 

Alfred, Cleopatra 

Bailey, Wende 

Blymire, Nicole 

Brainard, Emily 

Dennis, Jillian 

Doniaz, Faith 

Fuller, Anna 

Geisleman, Danyka 

Gentleman, Jaycee 

Gillenwater, Shawna 

Henderson, Amber 

Jean Jacques, Sharma 

Jones, Lauren 

Kline, Isabella 

Lacy, Shannon 

Leonard, Nichole 

Lewis, Nicole 

Manley, Carri 

Manley, Destiny
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School of Health Sciences, Cont.
Certificate 
Mathis, Afton 

Minhas, Khudeeja 

Nakalika, Sheila 

Nicely, Deborah 

Ortiz, Jaislyn 

Parks, Gabrielle 

Parr, Melissa 

Phillips, Destiny 

Ramsey, Emily 

Ranks, Tara 

Reid, Gabrielle 

Sheperd, Laquester 

Silba, Stormi 

Snyder, Kristina 

Standridge, Alliyah 

Stange, Justi 

Syester, Ciara 

Windham, Jessica 

Yerdon, Crystal 

School of Law 
Juris Doctor/Executive Juris Doctor 
Harrison, Harlie-Ann McLaurin, Tracey Pappillion Blount, Oceanna 

School of Multidisciplinary and Professional Studies 
Master's Degree 
Rhone, Brittni 

Bachelor's Degree 
Buck, Clayton**+ 

Evans, Amber*** 

Sataev, Dmitry** 

Smith, John* 

Styles, Alex 

Walters, Penny* 

Zanotto, Karli*** 

School of Nursing 
Postgraduate Certificate 
Couper, Sarah 

De Castro, Geoffrey 

Elenga, Gift 

Fabos, Cris 

Flake, Kimberly 

Imbeah, Catherine 

Obi, Ezinne 

Perez, Tracey 

Shadmani, Shahrzad 

Smith, Tina 

Zamarripa-Zoucha, Anelise 

Master's Degree 
Barker, Yanique^^^ 

Chinedu, Ifeoma^^^ 

Elston, Nicole^^^ 

Fagan, Rhianna 

Iwegbulam, Abimbola 

Logan, Tina 

Lorden, Nicole^^^ 

Myers, Lisa 

Osuji, Rose 

Rushing, Linda 

Silverest, Thresa 

Timbol, Franz 

Bachelor's Degree 
Burnham, Brittany** Medinger, Jacob** Singleton, Austin*** 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Postgraduate Certificate 
Fatunwase, Akintayo Thompson, Gina 

Master's Degree 
Bobzin, Gabrielle 

Burwell, Bailey^^^ 

Carney, Devin^^^ 

Carriveau, Nancy 

Cathcart, Briana 

Cherrybon, Christian^^^ 

Cirilo Guizar, Carlos 
Alberto^^^ 

Crenca, Jamie 

Curbelo, Beatriz 

Donley, Joshua^^^ 

Driver, Megan^^^ 

Edwards, Tacara 

Finney, Nicole^^^ 

Foust, Shandell^^^ 

Gonzalez, Gabriel^^^ 

Grenier, Brittany 

Groth, Harmony^^^ 

Grubka, Katarzyna 

Hanie, Amanda 

Hathcock, Tiffiany 

Holley, Angela^^^ 

Howard, Angel^^^ 

Jackson, Jhakeil^^^ 

Jackson, Tirona^^^ 

Johnson, Crystal^^^ 

Jones, Marcus 

Kempker, Michael^^^ 

Knutson, Corrine^^^ 

Lamar, Rebecca^^^ 

Lopez, Josemanuel^^^ 

Lupas, Laura 

Macbride, Danielle 

Manning, Roselyn^^^ 

Mathisen, Steven^^^ 

McDonald, Bryonna 

McGraw, Briana
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College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Cont.
Master's Degree 
Meade, Alexandra^^^ 

Montoya, Molly 

Nicholson, Briana 

Nolt, Amanda^^^ 

Olbrys, Brett^^^ 

Parker, Rachelle^^^ 

Pitts, Kenita 

Plummer, Evelyn 

Polk, Nicole 

Redman, Janeen^^^ 

Rollins, Catie 

Rude, Matthew 

Shaw, Ethan^^^ 

Sledge, Elexus 

Souder, Lauren^^^ 

Stalnaker, Christiana 

Tehranchi, Serina 

Thomas, Shaunice 

Thompson, Jenesa^^^ 

Thornton, Celena 

Vainner, Leslie 

Varela, Blanca+ 

Voss, Lauren^^^ 

Walters, Jennifer 

Bachelor's Degree 
Acevedo-Medrano, Elizabeth 

Black, Brittany* 

Brennon, Sarah 

Butler, Angela*** 

Cakora, Charles*** 

Campbell, Jessica*** 

Casper, Hayden** 

Coelho, Bernardino*** 

Coila, Sherie*** 

Collazo, Rico** 

Copeland, Jamie*** 

Danos, Matalie 

Diaz, Samantha 

Domke, Michelle*** 

Downs, Michaela* 

Duncan, Jr., Travis 

Fabres O'Donoghue, Isis*** 

Felder, Erica** 

Fokes, Telica 

Ford, Faatima 

Gomez, Joseph 

Goodman, Dorothy 

Graham, Kiley 

Green, Latisha 

Guinasso, Dominique** 

Hecktman, Haley 

Hernandez, April 

Heron, Emily 

Hood, Courtney* 

Howard, Ehnde 

Jernigan, Christina*** 

Jesuoboh, Christopher** 

Johnson, Tiffany 

Kidder, Madeline 

Lewis, Tessa 

Longenecker, Stephanie* 

Lyons, Robert*** 

Manrique, Kassandra 

Martynowicz, Virginia 

McCormick, Lisa*** 

McGonigle, Kelsey** 

McWane, Dawn** 

Moore, Melissa*** 

Mulvenna, Megan 

Odebralski, Audrey 

Perry, Amelia*** 

Powers, Heidi 

Prosperi, Adriana* 

Ramirez, Catrina 

Reinhardt, Evaney 

Sadusky, Sierra 

Sanders, Tiara*** 

Simpson, Dejaira 

Sogomonian, Nicole 

Tamames, Beatriz 

Terra, Courtney*** 

Thomas, Nanya** 

Thompson, Phillip 

Thompson, Saundra 

Tipton, Emily*** 

Tyler, Austin 

Uribe, Laura 

Willey, Brock** 

Wilson, Tara*** 

Associate's Degree 
Allen, Lisa 

Bissell, Lorena 

Cannon, Terrell 

Carter, Olivia 

Dozier, Jada 

Eddinger, Amy 

Fink, Kerri*** 

Gabriel, Stephanie 

Glover, Samantha** 

Harris, Shametria 

Hogencamp, Jacob** 

Hornick, Jasmine 

Hurd, Felicia 

Junious, Victoria 

Longstreet, Karina*** 

Martinez, Maria Magdalena 

Mayfield, Rebecca** 

McMeen, Hannah 

Mudachi, Chris 

Najera, Clarissa*** 

Olaughlin, Tine 

Palacio, Marinae** 

Sandiero, Brenda*** 

Simmons, Raven** 

Storts, Sarah 

Tracht, Rachele** 

Twilley, Jarred 

Velez, Shaleyka 

Watkins, Mikki-lyn 

Yadon, Jessica 

Certificate 
Dizdar, Onur Marra, Courtney Skinner, Cordeshia Wilson, Elisa 

The awarding of degrees to the candidates’ names in this program is contingent upon the satisfactory completion of the appropriate requirements 
by each candidate, as verified by the Registrar. The listing of a student’s name in this program, or participation in the ceremony, does not ensure 
their graduation or the award of honors. This list includes only those who registered to participate in the graduation ceremony by December 15, 2023. 
Academic honors statuses noted in this program are based on the student’s CGPA as of December 15, 2023.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PURDUE FOR LIFE FOUNDATION 

Congratulations, Graduates! 
Your persistence has paid off, and I’m proud to welcome you to a global community of nearly 600,000 
living Purdue alumni. 

I’m Matt Folk, president and CEO of the Purdue for Life Foundation and a 1991 electrical engineering 
graduate. Purdue for Life helps people who love Purdue stay connected, get involved, and give back. 

Your Purdue journey isn’t ending—it’s just beginning. No matter where your next giant leap takes you, here 
are three easy ways to keep in touch with your Purdue family after graduation: 

Stay Connected 
You can stay connected in a variety of ways—including through a regional club or an affinity network or by 
joining the Purdue Alumni Association. 

Visit purdueforlife.org/connect to learn more. 

Get Involved 
Expand your network by joining Purdue’s premier networking and mentoring platform. Through Purdue 
Ties, you can connect with fellow alumni for mentoring, browse job postings, and more. 

Visit purdueforlife.org/purdue-ties to get started. 

Build Your Career 
Purdue for Life is your portal for lifelong learning. Broaden your mind by taking advantage of professional 
development opportunities and online courses across your lifetime. 

Visit purdueforlife.org/lifelong-learning to learn more. 

Hail Purdue and each of you. 

President and CEO, Purdue for Life Foundation 
Vice President of University Advancement and  
Alumni Engagement, Purdue University

Matt Folk (ECE’91) 

http://purdueforlife.org/connect
http://purdueforlife.org/purdue-ties
http://purdueforlife.org/lifelong-learning
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History section courtesy of Purdue University

THE MACE 
Purdue University Global commencement ceremonies begin with 
the entrance of the University Mace—carried by the macebearer, 
who leads the chancellor and other dignitaries onto the stage. 

The current mace first appeared at the May 2022 commencement 
in Indiana. It was constructed by Michael Lorenz, Purdue Global 
vice president of Strategy & Academic Operations and registrar, in 
addition to being a self-described “amateur woodworker.” 

The mace consists of 18 segments, representing Purdue  
Global’s founding in 2018. It is made entirely from 
locally sourced woods, symbolizing the university’s Indiana 
heritage. One section is composed of layers of different woods, 
evoking the diversity of students, faculty, and staff that is a 
hallmark of the institution and its mission. Three pieces of the 
current mace are refurbished from the previous mace, a reminder 
of Purdue Global’s legacy, which traces its roots to the American 
Institute of Commerce, a postsecondary school that opened in 1937 
to provide training for underserved job seekers in a nation still 
reeling from the Great Depression. 

The tradition of the mace originates from medieval times in England 
when it was carried by bishops of the church into battle as a 
protective device. Later, the mace was carried by sergeants-at-
arms who were bodyguards of kings and others of high rank. 
Legislative bodies such as the U.S. House of Representatives and 
the British Parliament also adopted the ceremonial mace as part of 
the pomp and circumstance associated with the beginning of 
meetings. Today, many universities carry a mace to symbolize the 
importance of commencement and as acknowledgement of the 
academic process.
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